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NOT-FOR-PROFIT SECTOR � GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 
Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

The PRESIDENT: I indicate to members that there are six minutes remaining for this debate today.  

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [5.39 pm]: In those six minutes I will perhaps conclude the 
comments I was making regarding the cost of living. I refer to the paper that the Western Australian Council of 
Social Service has produced on the cost of living �  

A recent AHURI study on the impact of housing affordability problems on financial and social 
wellbeing found that 70% of low-income renters are experiencing difficulty in paying rents, and 40% 
had been in arrears at some time in the last three years. Some 40% of lower income renters in the study 
moved annually in search of cheaper rents. Lower income renters in housing stress reported depriving 
themselves of basic goods and services in order to meet rental repayments, including meals and 
adequate health and/or dental care. 

It is becoming increasingly difficult for many low-income West Australians to secure and maintain 
rental accommodation, let alone purchase a home of their own. The median rent in Perth continues to 
rise. From 2007 to 2009, the median rent has increased by $80, or 27.5%, from $290 to $370 per week. 
The vacancy rate currently stands at 2.9%, up 1.5% from the same time last year. 

I refer to the table that WACOSS has prepared looking at different suburbs. The median rental increase in Perth 
is, as I said, $80 over the past two years. However, if we look at Cottesloe�which is an electorate, I am sure, 
that is well known to all of us because that is where the Premier lives�the median rental in June 2007 was $460. 
By June 2008 it had jumped to $766, an increase of $306. Over the last period, due to the contraction in the 
economy, we saw that fall back again by $56. That decrease demonstrates that even Cottesloe has felt the effects 
of the global economic crisis. Another suburb that is a bit more indicative of the average is Ardross, where rents 
went up by $15 in the first 12 months, and by $75 in the past 12 months. Members are aware that wage rises 
have not been keeping pace with this kind of increase in the cost of living.  

This is important to us because the demand for assistance on the not-for-profit sector has increased substantially 
since the global financial crisis, at the same time as the sector faces financial deficits and a workforce retention 
crisis. The turn-away rate for some services exceeds 75 per cent. Not-for-profit organisations provide more than 
half of Australia�s social services. In addition to those nice facilities like volunteer resource centres and childcare 
centres, they also provide emergency housing, food, mental health services, drug and alcohol services, safety and 
justice assistance, and support to Indigenous people, to families generally, to those who are unemployed, and to 
those who come from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, as I mentioned earlier. Even so, the 
current allocation of resources does not reflect the pressures upon this sector.  

Hon Robyn McSweeney interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Look, Hansard had absolutely no chance of picking up those comments. Interjections 
are unruly anyhow, but at times a comment is acceptable. Hon Robyn McSweeney will have to speak up if she 
wants her voice recorded. I give the call to Hon Lynn MacLaren. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: For instance, only 9.4 per cent of health spending in Western Australia is allocated to 
mental health, with only 6.6 per cent of that going to NGOs, which provide, as we know, 88.5 per cent of the 
services. Moreover, demand for these services from clients with increasingly complex needs will continue to rise 
as our economic and social landscape is transformed. The Western Australian economy is expected to shrink by 
1.25 per cent this year, and by 0.5 per cent in 2010-11. Unemployment has nearly doubled in the past 12 months 
and is expected to rise by a similar amount between now and 2010-11. 

From the period March 2008 to March 2009 the cost of food rose by 8.6 per cent, housing went up by 
8.1 per cent, health costs rose by 11.9 per cent, and education rose by 15 per cent. Western Australia, as we 
know because we recently had Homelessness Week, has the second highest rate of homelessness of all the states 
and territories. Given these stark realities, government funding to the sector should be increased to reflect the 
true cost of delivering services, and the large and rapidly growing need for them in our society. The Liberal-
National government needs to take very seriously the broader impact of the increasing number of vulnerable and 
disadvantaged people in our society.  

How many more minutes do I have, Mr President? 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Wednesday, 19 August 2009] 

 p6124a-6124a 
Hon Lynn MacLaren 

 [2] 

The PRESIDENT: Order! It is very close, so it may be an opportune time, one hour having elapsed since the 
beginning of this debate, to interrupt the debate and to move to orders of the day.  

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


